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• It’s the Electronic version of the traditional paper B/L.

• It replicates the functions of a traditional paper Bill of 

Lading. 

• It has the same legal value of a traditional B/L.

• Right of title to the cargo ensured with more control & 

less human errors.

• No fraud risk. No forgery.
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MSC ELECTRONIC BILL OF LADING
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MSC ELECTRONIC BILL OF LADING

NOT VALID ON PAPER

Original Electronically Issued, not valid on 

paper : no one can ask to release cargo with a 

printed eBL, as it’s not valid on paper.

The actual possessor of the document in the 

platform, is the only one entitled to act 

accordingly.

A SINGLE GENUINE 

DOCUMENT

Digital Document, contains x pages

(Mainpage-x, Riderpage-x, Terms & Conditions-x)

Instead of three original documents, there is now 

only one genuine document as each entity 

possesses the document at the right time.

eBL clauses are 100% the same as in paper 

bill of lading.

As the contract is the same when your 

contract is an original electronically issued, 

we use the clauses of our original bill of 

lading printed on paper.

TERMS & 

CONDITIONS

SIGNATURES

An electronic signature of the shipping 

line is inserted at the appropriate case, 

at the bottom of the document.

All signatures of all parties are sealed 

chronologically in the platform.

• Straight Bill

• To Order

BL TYPE
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PAPER BASED PROCESS VS PAPERLESS PROCESS

TRANSFER TIME:

WEEKS/ MONTHS 

TRANSFER TIME:

MINUTES

NO PHYSICAL CONTACT

NO COURIER
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eBL PROCESS

eBL

Banks
(advising, issuing)

MSC Agency system MSC Agency system

B L O C K C H A I N

eBL ISSUE eBL AMEND / ENDORSE / TRANSFER

eBL Requestor eBL Consignee

eBL SURRENDER

eBL

MIRRORS THE PAPER PROCESS
NO CHANGES IN THE AGENCY PROCESS (BOOKING, SI, DRAFT, D.O.)



Sensitivity: Internal

© Copyright MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company SA

 
6

BENEFITS COMPARED TO THE TRADITIONAL PAPER-BASED PROCESS

SAFER
• Secured and encrypted
by blockchain technology

• Automatic verification
and authentication

• No risk of document 
loss, forgery or fraud

FASTER
• Transferred in hours
instead of weeks

• Accelerated payment 
times

GREENER
• Paperless process
• Reduced carbon 
footprint

SIMPLER
• Accessible from any 
device

• Available from any
location, 24/7

• User-friendly platform

• Online training sessions
available

COST-EFFICIENT
• No courier fees
• Reduced workload
• Zero paperwork to 
process or store



Sensitivity: Internal

© Copyright MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company SA

 
7

MSC eBL ADOPTION

4600+ CUSTOMERS

116+ COUNTRIES LIVE

LIVE
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ELECTRONIC BILL OF LADING ADOPTION

MSC Global press release

MSC

INDUSTRY

Digital Container Shipping 

Association - industry standards

Source: https://dcsa.org/initiatives-old/ebill-of-lading/



Sensitivity: Internal

© Copyright MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company SA

 
9

GETTING READY

1

REGISTRATION
Quickly register 

your company at 

www.msc.com/ebl 

2
ACTIVATION

Receive the account 

activation details from 

WaveBL and complete 

the activation. 

3
ONBOARD YOUR 

BUSINESS PARTNERS
Invite your overseas Business 

Partners to join the MSC eBL 

and have their accounts 

activated as well.

4
SHIPMENT

Place your shipment with MSC 

as usual, adding the remark that 

you want an eBL.

5
RECEIVE YOUR EBL

MSC issues the eBL and 

transfers it to your WaveBL 

account.

http://www.msc.com/ebl
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CONTACT

QUESTIONS?

GET IN TOUCH WITH

THE MSC LOCAL SALES

REPRESENTATIVE OR VISIT 

MSC.COM/eBL

http://www.msc.com/ebl


https://www.facebook.com/MSCCargo/
https://twitter.com/msccargo
https://www.instagram.com/msccargo/
https://it.linkedin.com/company/msc-mediterranean-shipping-co--s-a-/jobs
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